
It is widely acknowledged that this application represents inappropriate development within 
the Green belt and it fails to meet any of the exceptions contained within the Chorley Local 
Plan which may make the development permissible. 

The sheer scale and size of the proposed structures will unquestionably have an adverse impact 
on the openness of the Green belt. 

An application for a site less than 1 mile from the application site, for the reconfiguration of an 
existing caravan park from touring pitches to provide static caravans was refused by this 
Committee in November 2020, contrary to an Officer recommendation for approval, and the 
subsequent appeal dismissed by the Planning Inspectorate in August 2021.  If a change from 
the type of caravan on a site is held to have an unacceptable adverse impact on the openness 
of the Greenbelt it is difficult to imagine an application for a multi storey building and 
surrounding security wall could be in any way acceptable. 

The local road network is totally inadequate for traffic associated with the construction process 
as is demonstrated by the imposition of a 7.5 tonnes weight limit on Ulnes Walton Lane, which 
is to all intents and purposes, an unlit country lane. Data submitted from traffic counts will be 
rendered useless by new major housing developments in relatively close proximity to the 
application site. 

The additional traffic generated both during construction and should the prison become 
operational will impact on roads in a number of villages in the area and there is also the 
potential for a large number of HGV’s generated from the sand quarry in Euxton (which appears 
to have been ignored in the proposals), just over 2 miles from the application site, adding to 
the considerable numbers using the local roads network. 

The close proximity of the security fence to residential properties adversely impacts on the 
amenity of neighbouring properties. 

As it has already been established that this application represents inappropriate development 
within the Green belt, then it will stand or fall on the purported very special circumstances 
which are, in their own right, a subjective matter open to varied interpretations. I would ask 
that, in arriving at a decision, the maximum possible weight is afforded to the detrimental 
impact both on the neighbouring residents and the residents of the surrounding area. 

I would also ask the members of the committee to take into account the large number of 
objections to this application, which have not just been submitted by local residents but have 
also come from other parishes who are deeply concerned about the impact of an additional 
prison on their way of life. 

Finally, I would implore the members to send out a message to the applicant and their agents 
that, for a small settlement the size of Ulnes Walton, to major prison establishments are more 
than enough and it is time to spread the load elsewhere. 

 


